FAMILY TENDENCIES — LOVE ASPECTS
(4) Modem psychology is showing more and more that
the growth of man's principal instinctive tendencies is continuous
from early youth upward to maturity, there being few or no
sudden changes, transitions or fresh departures as development Early arousal
proceeds. The work of Freud and his followers has, above all,       _°f 5.ex   .
111	it	i	,	,    tendencies   in
clearly  shown  that  the sexual  tendencies are not narrowly the family is
confined to processes intimately connected with the reproduction nec^^^1 for
of the species,  but pervade the whole  life of  the individual,   displacements
manifesting themselves in a great variety of ways, many of
which are very far removed from the reproductive sphere but
are of the greatest importance in the increase and maintenance
of culture. More especially it has been shown (in a way which
we have to some extent already studied) that these tendencies
undergo a continuous process of development from childhood
upwards, and that on their growth and history depends to a
considerable   extent   the  character  and  social  value   of  the
individual.
Such being the nature and conditions of development of
this important aspect of the mind, it is evident that something
akin to the later affections characteristic of maturity should be
found even in the earliest attachments of the child. It is only
on the mistaken assumption that the sexual impulse emerges,
as it were, fully grown at the time of puberty, that the
existence of sexual elements in the loves of an earlier age
appears surprising. In reality it is necessary, if the sexual
tendencies are to play their important rdle in the displacements
involved in the civilised adult life, that they should ripen
early, even though they may not be required for purposes of
reproduction for many years to come; and if they are to ripen
early, it is only natural that they should be called into play
in the child's relations to his parents, who are as a rule by
far the most prominent persons of his environment during the
first years of his existence. It would seem probable, the human
mind being constituted as it is, that unless the large source of
energy which is contained in, and habitually manifested through,
the sexual tendencies (in the wide sense assigned to them by
Freud) were made available in infancy or early childhood, the
child would have too little motive at its disposal to make the
vast efforts necessary to enable it to pass from the helplessness
and ignorance of infancy to the relatively enormous skill and
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